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Fyfield Parish Council Meeting
Draft Minutes


[bookmark: _Hlk134007243]Minutes of the Parish Meeting of Fyfield Parish Council held on Monday 6th October 2025 at Fyfield Village Hall, Houchin Drive, Fyfield.

Present: Councillors D Webster, L Webster, Wadey, Goodson.

In attendance: 3 members of the public.

	25.83
	Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from Cllrs Brawn, Codd and Mead.


	25.84
	Declaration of Interests
To receive Councillor’s declaration of interests and dispensations concerning items on the agenda. None received.


	25.85
	Approval of Minutes from 4th August 2025
The minutes of the Fyfield Parish Council meeting held on Monday 1st September 2025 were approved as an accurate record.


	25.86
	Public Participation Session
To receive questions and statements from members of the public with respect to items on the agenda and other matters that are of mutual interest.
· A member of the public raised concern that mud and grass on the village hall patio from football could be hazardous. The Clerk will write to OJFC. 


	25.87
	Clerks Report
The Clerk reported ongoing 14 items.


	25.88
	County Councillor, District Councillor & other representatives Reports 
Apologies were received from Cllr Balcombe. 


	25.89
	Finance
a) To consider and approve invoices for payment.

RECEIVED List of invoices submitted in September 2025 that required payment by the Parish Council. 


	Ref No
	BACS Ref
	Payee
	Detail
	Amount

	53.25
	548057956
	Zurich
	Annual insurance 
	£706.79

	54.25
	DD
	Xero
	Accounting package
	£30.00

	55.25
	DD
	Castle Water
	Monthly charge
	£7.61

	56.25
	Miscellaneous
	Tim Wadey
	Wristbands, programs, posters and signs for Fyfield Harvest Festival 2025
	£225.15

	57.25
	SB20251771
	PKF Littlejohn
	External audit 2024/25
	£252

	58.25
	M0001483622
	EFDC 
	Play in the Park 2025 (11.04.25)
	£82.50

	59.25
	
	HMRC PAYE
	Employers National Insurance contribution
	£21.07

	60.25
	25-9449
	BB Groundscare
	Sports field maintenance
	£647.50

	61.25
	7472
	TBS Hygiene
	Sports field waste bin collections
	£122.88

	62.25
	Receipt
	Dan Webster
	Replacement padlock for field gate
	£20.99

	63.25
	17KH
	Kim Hanley
	Printer ink replacements
	£8.49

	64.25
	Aug/Sept
	Paul Norris
	Churchyard maintenance 
	£460

	NOTED Invoices are verified and certified in accordance with Financial Regulation 6.3.

RESOLVED List of invoices were authorised (approved unanimously).   

NOTED Clerks wages paid for September - £484.92 plus £94.86 back pay from 1st April statutory increase.

TASK Clerk passed all paperwork to Cllr D Webster, Cllr Goodson and Cllr Wadey for signature. All payments are set up ready for authorisation online.

NOTED Payments received September 2025

	Burial Ground
	£550

	Sports Field Hire
	-£36 (refund)

	Harvest Festival 2025
	£291

	Miscellaneous
	£30

	TOTAL
	£835




	25.90
	AGAR Completion
To note the completion of the 2024/25 AGAR and any comments received.
The completion report was noted. The Conclusion of Audit notice and the External Audit Certificate have been posted on the noticeboard and on the website.


	25.91
	Governance
a) To discuss and agree the adoption of the Equality policy.
Agreed. The Clerk will implement the policy.


	25.92


	Assets
a) To discuss and agree a .gov.uk domain name.
The council agreed to the following domain - Fyfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk. The Clerk will implement.
b) Land behind Walker Avenue – To discuss and agree to terminate lease. 
Agreed. The Clerk will contact EFDC.
c) Peppercorn rent – To discuss and agree annual rate of £1 per household. 
Agreed. The Clerk will sent letters to residents.
d) Litter in the village – To discuss and agree a litter pick around the village. 
Agreed. The Clerk will get in touch with EFDC to obtain litter pickers and hi-vis. Sunday 9th November has been suggested.
e) Dole path and field maintenance – To discuss and agree to hire someone to complete necessary maintenance 
Agreed for the Clerk to ask BB Groundscare about the hedges on dole path and rabbit holes on field.
f) Fyfield Parish Council logo – To discuss and agree a competition to design a new digital logo. 
Agreed to hold off on the idea as Cllr Wadey is looking into having a logo designed. 


	25.93
	Burial Ground
a) Report from Cllr L Webster
· A report of interments was provided. 
· A survey has been undertaken at the churchyard and two waterpipes have been found. If the report is accepted the invoice for the survey will be presented for agreement at the next council meeting.
· The cleared compost heap area has been raked and seeded (grass seeds kindly donated by Fyfield Farms).
· Cllr L Webster is collating quotes to repair two historic crosses; one being the founder of the Gibson Charity. Quotes will be presented at the next council meeting.
b) To discuss and agree a meeting with St Nicholas church and the Diocese of Chelmsford to confirm the ownership of the burial ground land.
Agreed. The Clerk will contact the Diocese of Chelmsford to make arrangements.
c) To discuss and agree a date for hedging at the churchyard for the Scouts.
It was agreed that Cllr Wadey will arrange a suitable date for a working group and the Scouts to attend.


	25.94
	Sports Field and Village Hall
a) Note any sports field hire bookings.
None to report.


	25.95
	Planning
a) There are no planning applications to discuss.
b) To discuss and agree a response to EFDC Enforcement Officer email re: Gypsy Mead boundaries.
It was discussed and agreed that the council is confident the information presented in its initial letter to EFDC is correct. The Clerk will reply to the Enforcement and Planning Officers confirming this and asking for an update. 


	25.96
	Fyfield Harvest Festival 2025
a) A review of the event to be provided by the Chairman.
Cllr D Webster advised that a full debrief will be arranged at the Queens Head for all who wish to attend. A date will be confirmed. 


	25.97
	Communication and Promotion
To consider any items for publicity and promotion
· Facebook   
· Volunteers for village litter pick  - Sunday 9th November (TBC)


	25.98
	Date of the next Parish Council meeting
To confirm the date of the next Parish Council Meeting.
The next meeting will take place on Monday 3rd November 2025 in the club room at 7.30pm. 




The meeting closed at 20:22pm.

Signed: 	…………………………………….	Date: ……………………	
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